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BOOK REVIEWS. 



Historic Homes and Churches of Virginia. By Robert A. Lancaster, 
New York and London. J. B. Lippincott Co., 1915: pp. (text) 
498, and index, with 315 illustrations. 

Many magazine articles have appeared treating (sometimes for the 
ninth and tenth time) of a small numbei of well-known Virginia houses, 
and there have been a few excellent books describing either a limited 
number of colonial homes or colonial churches. But no attempt has 
been made before the inception of Mr. Lancaster's book to make an 
antiquarian and architectural survey of the whole state. The field was 
too extensive for such a work to be made to order. With our present 
author it was a matter of long and gradual growth. When quite a young 
man he, already a very expert amateur photographer and with a keen 
interest in Virginia's past, began to use his camera and note book during - 
numerous social visits to a wide circle of friends in various parts of the 
State, and during frequent business trips. His collection of pictures 
grew until it became locally quite well-known and he was urged to carry 
out his idea of preparing a work which should not merely give a few great 
houses, but would with a fair degree of completeness cover the whole 
State. 

Mr. Lancaster realized that no busy man could do such a work entirely 
by himself and he was fortunate in obtaining as collaborators Mrs. Mary 
Newton Stanard, author of "The Story of Bacon's Rebellion," and "The 
Dreamer" (life story of Poe), and of Mr. W. Clayton-Torrence, Curator 
of the Valentine Museum, and one of the most skilled genealogists in 
Virginia. Others who were interested in seeing such a book made as 
complete and accurate as possible, gave what aid they could. In a 
work which is encyclopaedic in its character and treats of so great a 
number of families and places there must be some errors; but it is be- 
lieved that in accuracy this book is as far above any of its predecessors 
as it is in size and scope. 

It, of course, does not include all the interesting homes in Virginia. 
That would be practically impossible. Though it probably contains 
all of what may be called the "great" houses, there must be many of the 
smaller less striking homes which would interest many readers as much 
as some of those described in this work. As has been said, however, 
only a portion could be included and when it is stated that three hundred 
and six residences, churches, &c, are noticed, and illustrated by three 
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hundred and fifteen pictures, it will be seen what a wide field Mr. Lan- 
caster has covered 

The text is very readable and contains just enough family history to 
interest and not to tire, very many anecdotes, and quaint bits of family 
and local history. The pictures are excellent. With very few exceptions 
they were made by the author, and even where they give buildings that 
have been illustrated in other publications, they show new and attractive 
views. The great majority of the illustrations have never been before 
published. 

The book, as has already been said, is a very encyclopaedia of Vir- 
ginia family and local history, and this makes any attempt at detailed 
reviewing a difficult task. There is so much of interest that one does 
not know what to select for special notice. 

The work is divided into sections corresponding approximately with 
certain geographical divisions of the State. 

The first treats of the alpha and omega of colonial Virginia, "James- 
town-Williamsburg-Yorktown." Next comes "Hampton Roads and the 
Lower James," which includes the old homes and churches about Norfolk 
and Hampton and follows the James to Richmond, taking in the counties 
on either side. In this section are the lower Appomattox and Peters- 
burg. Part III covers "Richmond, Manchester and the Upper James." 
The portion treating of Richmond alone, which is profusely illustrated, 
would make quite a booklet in itself if separately printed. The "Upper 
James" includes a portion of Chesterfield, together with Powhatan, 
Goochland, Cumberland, Buckingham, Fluvanna, Nelson, Bedford and 
Louisa. 

"Gloucester and the York River Country" treats of the county named 
(including Mathews formerly a part of it) and New Kent, Hanover, King 
William and King and Queen. After finishing the counties on the rivers 
forming the York, Mr. Lancaster crosses the Dragon Swamp and begin- 
ning with Middlesex takes up in order the counties on the south side of 
the Rappahannock up to and including Fredericksburg. Then he turns 
eastward again and tells of (really for the first time in any satisfactory 
way) the very interesting but almost undescribed, homes and churches 
in the Northern Neck; the counties of Northumberland, Lancaster, 
Westmoreland, Richmond, Stafford, &c, &c, until he reaches Alex- 
andria and Arlington 

"Piedmont and the Southside," Part VI, treats of the counties lying 
just east of the Blue Ridge from the Potomac to the North Carolina line, 
while "Beyond the Mountains," includes Southwestern Virginia, which 
appropriately fall in one section. The last section (No. VIII) is an ad- 
mirably illustrated chapter on the Eastern Shore. 

No book about Virginia ever had its 500 pages so packed with matter 
of popular interest as "Historic Homes and Churches in Virginia." Its 
variety is as notable as its extent. Not only does it describe old homes, 
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which have interest for vast numbers of people throughout the entire 
United States, but gives good accounts of colonial churches, and of the 
old court-houses and taverns, but has pictures of old colored servants, of 
primitive modes of transportation, of fox-hunting and other subjects 
illustrating the life of the Virginia people. 

It is a book which every Virginian and descendant of Virginians will 
prize, and it will be almost equally esteemed by many who have no con- 
nection with this State, and though it is wonderfully illustrated the 
subject is so rich that the extra-illustrator could find pleasant occupation 
for a long time in enlarging and adding new views 
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The Trezvant Family of the United States. By John T. Trezvant 
(Dallas, Tex), Columbia, S. C. 1914. 



Chronicles of the Cape Fear. Being Some Account of Historic 
Events on the Cape Fear River. By James Sprunt, Wilmington, 
N. C. Raleigh, 1914. 



The Education of the Negro Prior to 1861. A History of the Edu- 
cation of the Colored People of the United States from the 
Beginning of Slavery to the Civil War. By C. S. Woodson, 
Ph. D. G. P. Putnam's Sons, New York and London, 1915. 



Address of Wm. A. Anderson on the Laying of the Cornerstone of 
the Equestrian Statue of Stonewall Jackson, June 3, 1915. 
Richmond, Va., 1915. 



Letters of Woodford [&c.l 1775-6, and Biographies of R. H. Lee [&c] 
Richmond College Historical Papers, Vol. I., No. 1, Richmond, 
1915. 



A Brief History of the Harrisons of Virginia of the Cuthbert Har- 
rison Line. By Henry Tazewell Harrison (Leesburg, Va), 1915. 



